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MONGOL recruits flocked into Urga, but Ungern's
officers despaired of inculcating the rules of military science
into them The nomads were not born to keep in step
'You might as well try to drill a flock of ducks/ de-
clared Zabiakm Tve heard that, bcfoie the war, the
Russian army tried to raise a force of Mongol infantry
The conscripts set up tents in the dormitories and lit fires
on the floor'
Ungern had not left Urga again since his visit to Kara-
korum He paid little attention to his officers' troubles
More and more often he interrupted their reports with a
lash from his whip, or, stopping in the middle of a word,
dismissed one whom he had just summoned in hot haste
Litde detachments of cavalry iurrowcd Mongolia in
all directions, requisitioning cattle and massacnng Chinese
soldiers, who offered little or no icsistance The Mongol
men fled at their approach, and the Mongol women lay
down docilely on their strips of carpet
Taohn was taken in mid-March The moonlight made
the rocks which stood up out of the ground hke stone
teeth look blue Their hollows hid the survivors of the
Chinese garrison Ungern's men cleaned them up with
hand-grenades
Then it was the turn of Uddi, situated half-way between
Urga and the Great Wall After Outer Mongolia came
Inner Mongolia Every day added hundreds of square
males of desert to the Hutukhtu's territory
The squadrons of Ungern's division proceeded to plunge
into the sands of the Gobi desert The tents of the nomads
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